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PAGE 01 DOHA 01346 140538Z 
ACTION NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO FEA-01 ERDA-05 AID-05 CEA-01 
CIAE-00 CIEP-01 COME-OO DODE-OO EB-07 FPC-01 H-01 
INR-07 INT-05 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 OMB-01 PM-04 
USIA-06 OES-06 SP-02 SS-15 STR-04 TRSE-00 ACDA-07 
PA-01 PRS-01 /1 12 W 

120176/13 

R 131216Z DEC 76 
FM AMEMBASSY DOHA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2086 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MANAMA 
AMEMBASSY MUSCEW 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USINT BAGHDAD 

CONFIDENTIAL DOHA 1346 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ENRG QA 

SUBJ: GOVT OF QATAR/SHELL AGREEMENT ON 100 PERCENT TAKEOVER 
REF: DOHA 1236 

1 . ON DEC 12, GOQ MINISTER OF FINANCE AND PETROLEUM, SHAYKH 
ABDUL AZIZ BIN KHALIFA AL THANI, PUBLICLY ANNOUNCED THAT GOVT 
AND SHELL/QATAR HAD REACHED "PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT" ON 100 
PERCENT TAKEOVER OF COMPANY BY GOVT. ACCORDING ANNOUNCE- 
MENT, IT WAS EXPECTED THAT "FINAL" AGREEMENT WOULD BE SIGNED EARLY 
IN JANUARY. 

2. DURING DEC 12 CONVERSATION, ABDUL AZIZ TOLD AMB THAT GOQ 
HAD REJECTED SHELL'S FIRSGUQG POSAL, BUT THAT COMPANY HAD COME 
BACK WITH A MORE REASONABLE POSITION WHICH SHOULD LEAD TO 
FINAL AGREEMENT EARLY NEXT YEAR. 

3. COMPANY SOURCES HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY HAD BEEN SURPRISED 
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BY GOQ'S SUDDEN SUMMONING NEGOTIATORS TO DOHA FOR MEETINGS WHICH 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 

BEGAN DEC 10, AND THEY CONFIRMED THAT PRELIMINARY AGREEMENT 
REACHED EVENING OF DEI 12. THESE SOURCES MADE IT VERY CLEAR 
THAT AGREEMENT WAS INDEED PRELIMINARY AND THERE WAS MUCH TO 
BE WORKED OUT. THEY OPINED THAT GOQ'S HURRY-UP TACTICS WERE 
DESIGNED TO PRODUCE COSMETIC RESULT IN TIME FOR OPEC MINISTERIAL 
BEGINNING IN DOHA DEC 15. 

PAGANELLI 
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